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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 KINGST 02152 250719Z 
ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /015 W 

036016 252008Z/40 

R 2421 3 0Z FEB 78 
FM AMEMBASSY KINGSTON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9913 

CONFIDENTIAL KINGSTON 2152 

FOR AMBASSADOR IRVING (ARA/CAR) 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: OCON, JM, BB 

SUBJECT: CHIEFS OF MISSION CONFERENCE 

FOLLOWING MESSAGE RECEIVED FROM AMBASSADOR ORTIZ: 

QUOTE REGRET DELAY IN RESPONDING TO YOUR REFTEL. IN THE 
EASTERN CARIBBEAN WE HAVE DIFFICULT DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE 
PROBLEMS ARISING FROM THE NEAR COLLAPSE OF ANY EFFECTIVE FORM 
OF ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL INTEGRATION WHICH WOULD MAKE SUCH 
ASSISTANCE MEANINGFUL. DESPITE THE UNDENIABLE NECESSITY FOR 
A REGIONAL APPROACH TO THE MULTIPLE ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND 
POLITICAL PROBLEMS OF THE AREA, THE LEADERS OF THESE ISLAND 
ENTITIES GIVE REGIONALISM AND ECONOMIC INTEGRATION LITTLE MORE 
THAN LIP SERVICE AS THEY GO ABOUT THEIR SOMETIMES PERVERSE 
INDIVIDUAL WAYS. THE BIG QUESTION IS WHAT EFFECTIVE STEPS 
THE U.S.CAN TAKE TO BRING SUCH ENTITIES TOGETHER INTO A MORE 
VIABLE UNIT. END QUOTE. 
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